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Oregon’s QRIS

Team Work In Action

Children Impacted by the QRIS

As of July 31, 2015, there were 37,798 children in Early Learning 
& Development Programs (ELDPs) that had achieved a 
Commitment to Quality (C2Q) rating or above. Four in five 
(82%) of those children are in child care centers, 11% are in 
certified family child care, and 7% are in registered family 
child care. ELDPs that have attained a 3-, 4-, or 5-star rating 
provide service to 8,926 children. The age distribution of 
children in C2Q or star rated programs is highlighted in the 
figure.
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Oregon’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) is a system designed to raise the quality and consistency of early 
learning programs across the state. Oregon’s QRIS aligns with the national trend of QRISs that recognizes, rewards, and builds 
on the current quality of early learning. The QRIS provides a framework for program quality improvement while providing a tool 
that helps parents looking for quality early learning and care options.

The Oregon QRIS is currently conducting a statewide field test of all elements of the program, and the goal of the QRIS Data 
Facts is to provide updates on the QRIS process evaluation being conducted at The Research Institute.

Visit http://www.oregonqris.org for more information on requirements and standards.

QRIS Process
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As Oregon’s QRIS continues to learn and improve from the 
participation in the field test, the staff at TRI continue to share 
the learning at a national level.

In July, Pat Aldrich and Dana Bleakney-Huebsch joined 
staff from the National Center for Children in Poverty to 
present “Unpacking the Quality Improvement Box: Using 
Data on Technical Assistance to Strengthen Impact” at the 
national QRIS BUILD conference in National Harbor, MD. Their 
presentation was part of a workshop addressing technical 
assistance, discussing how Oregon’s QRIS has gone about 
collecting technical assistance data. They discussed lessons 
learned, the need to properly train quality improvement 
specialists, and the need for feedback to the field.

Also in July, the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC) sent notification that the TRI 
presentation “Reinventing the I in QRIS: How Oregon 
Has Learned to Use Ratings, Messaging, Monitoring and 
Feedback to Encourage Continuous Quality Improvement 
in Oregon’s Quality Rating and Improvement System” had 
been accepted for the 2015 National Conference and Expo 
in Orlando, FL, in November. Robyn Lopez Melton, Dana 
Bleakney-Huebsch, Patrick Aldrich, and Tom Udell submitted 
the proposal.

http://triwou.org/projects/qris
http://teachingresearchinstitute.org/projects/qris


Number of Licensed 
Programs

(New in July)

Achieved 
Commitment 

to Quality 
(C2Q)

CC  = Certified Center; CF = Certified Family; RF = Registered Family; HS = Head Start

(Accredited Programs are captured within each program type: 30 CC, 21 CF, 2 RF.)

Totals

Star Rated Programs

324 54 10 18963 (5)

256 40 4 32,367 (19)

92 0 13 27192 (1)

857 132 44 764,209

185 38 17 28687 (14)

252

This report reflects information gathered as of July 31, 2015. 

This document was made possible by Grant #S412A130030 from U.S. Department of Education. Its contents are solely the responsibility of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the U.S. Department of Education.

Program Feedback

Center on Early Learning

Portfolio Numbers

As of July 31, 2015, we received 640 portfolios. This includes 149  
re-submissions for a higher rating. Of these 149 resubmissions, 105 have already 
been rescored, with 94 programs moving up in ratings. 

An online survey with 99 child care provider respondents who received a QRIS star rating asked these providers how they 
were using their incentive funds. Clearly, these funds are being put to good use: 

Buying materials for the children in their care

Buying equipment for their facility

Professional development for themselves or their staff 

74% -

48% -
70% -

Although the incentive money was not the greatest motivation, it is, however, greatly appreciated. We needed to do 
upgrades and add some specific things. So—thank you!

- Certified Center Child Care Program

For additional information please contact: 1-877-768-8290
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