Suggested press release format for SITE projects

[Name of your school or school district] WINS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION GRANT
Students at [name of your school] will be participating in an environmental education service learning project for the next year. This activity is supported through a Project SITE sub-grant received from the Teaching Research Institute at Western Oregon University and is part of a larger U.S. Environmental Protection Agency grant (#00J51701). All SITE – Students Involved with Their Environment – projects must meet standards for both effective environmental education and service learning.
[Name of your school] has been awarded [$xxx] to support the work students will be doing on [Name of your project]. Students in grades _____ will be [list main goal] under the leadership of [name of lead teacher], science teacher at [name of your school]. Some of the activities students will be doing include _______________ and __________________.  

[Add any local information here, including quote from lead teacher and possibly 1-2 students. Discuss importance and impact of project and projected outcomes. If the project will involve community participation, be sure to specify activities and desired outcomes. Add local contact information, if desired.]
Modified example using Gladstone School District, Gladstone OR
GLADSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT WINS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION GRANT

Students at Gladstone High School will be participating in an environmental education service learning project for the next year. This activity is supported through a Project SITE sub-grant received from the Teaching Research Institute at Western Oregon University and is part of a larger U.S. Environmental Protection Agency grant (#00J51701). All SITE – Students Involved with Their Environment – projects must meet standards for both effective environmental education and service learning.
Gladstone High School has been awarded $5,000 to support the work students will be doing on their project: “Protecting America’s Waters.” Students in grades 9-12, teachers and administrators, volunteers, families of the Rinearson Council, SOLVE, and the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife are all involved in this project, which is an expansion of Rinearson Creek restoration and student-led water monitoring already underway. The “Protecting America’s Waters” project is being led by Kevin Zerzan, science teacher at Gladstone High School and 2010 winner of the Milken Foundation’s prestigious “Outstanding Educator Award.” 

“We’ll pull out invasive vegetation, replace with native plants, remove invasive wildlife species, measure water quality, and provide information to the City,” says Zerzan. This project “allows our students to clean up and protect America’s waters by preserving native wildlife and flora, helps create a healthy community, and provides a way for students to give back to the community and have a voice in its future.”
