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What I Believe 

children        education        relationships      nurture     families        

learning     school     community    school       teachers          

home       diversity     partnership   uniqueness   respect     holistic      

learner        academic        curriculum      inclusion     caregiver        

Individual     childhood     teaching     play     environment 

Does your program philosophy reflect your 
values?  



Philosophy in Theory 

Philosophy is based on values and beliefs 

•  The image of the child 

•  The role of the teacher 

•  The role of the family 

•  The purpose of “education” 



Examples of philosophy in 
early childhood education 

• Waldorf 
• Montessori 

• RIE 
• Head Start 
• Reggio  

• Play based 
• High Scope 



Philosophy In Action 

Oregon’s QRIS LD1 



Philosophy in Action 

QRIS LD1 

• Why start the standards with this? 

•  Standards that are related to philosophy 



Philosophy Out Of Alignment  
With Values 

Alex Cruikshank Boulder Journey School 

• What are some key components of Alex’s 
philosophy?  

• What are the practices she shares that show 
her philosophy in action? 



Philosophy in Alignment 
With Values 

•  Overall, how do you feel about the alignment between 
your personal values and beliefs and your program 
philosophy? 

•   How do you feel about the alignment between your 
program philosophy and your program practices? 

•   What is one step you wish to take to bring our 
philosophy and practices into alignment? 



Final Thoughts 

Compete evaluations 

Thank you! 


