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Oregon Extended Assessment Decision-Making Guidance  
 
Starting September, 20151, Oregon Individual Education Plan (IEP) teams will be required to 
select the Oregon’s Extended Assessment as the only option for all subject areas assessed. 
Students who participate in Oregon’s Extended Assessment will not participate in Oregon’s 
general assessments. This reflects a significant change from previous policy which permitted a 
student to participate in either test or both. This change in criteria is intended to take into 
account the pervasive nature of a significant cognitive disability and allows the state’s 
assessment models to appropriately measure the student populations they were designed to 
measure.  

$ Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are typically characterized by 
significantly below average general cognitive functioning.   

$ Commonly includes a student with intelligence test scores two or more standard deviations 
below the mean on a standardized individually administered intelligence test, occurring 
with commensurate deficits in adaptive behavior that are frequently also evident in early 
childhood.   

$ The cognitive disability must significantly impact the child's educational performance and 
ability to generalize learning from one setting to another.   

$ Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in general, require highly 
specialized education and/or social, psychological, and medical services to access an 
educational program.   

$ These students may also rely on 
adults for personal care and have 
medical conditions that require 
physical/verbal supports, and 
assistive technology devices.   

$ These intensive and on-going 
supports and services are 
typically provided directly by 
educators and are delivered 
across all educational settings. 

$ See flow chart on the next page. 
 
For	  more	  information:	  	  	  
The	  Regional	  ESD	  partner	  should	  be	  your	  
first	  contact	  for	  all	  assessment	  and	  accountability	  related	  support	  including:	  OAKS	  Online,	  ELPA21,	  
Smarter	  Balanced,	  test	  administration,	  Braille,	  test	  record	  management,	  Achievement	  Data	  Insight	  
validation	  site,	  and	  the	  following	  data	  collections:	  Assessment	  Collections	  (including	  Kindergarten	  
Assessment),	  Cumulative	  ADM,	  Staff	  Position	  and	  the	  Supplemental	  Report	  Card	  Data	  Collection.	  

% Contacts:	  	  www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/oaks/esdpartners.pdf	  
% AA	  Update	  (e-‐newsletter)	  sign-‐up	  at	  	  www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=1312	  
% District	  Test	  Coordinator	  	  

_______________________________________________________ 

1  This change will be finalized the end of September 2015  

www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=169	  
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Oregon Extended Assessment Decision-Making Flow Chart 

YES
O 

NO Student must participate in the 
Oregon Grade-Level Assessment(s). 

The student has been evaluated, 
found eligible under IDEA and has 
an IEP? 

NO	  

NO
O 

The student demonstrates significant cognitive disabilities with commensurate 
delayed adaptive skills that may be combined with physical or behavioral limitations. 

• The student has been determined to have cognitive abilities falling within the most 
significant cognitive disability range as evidenced by standardized assessments.   

OR 
• The student has been determined to have significant cognitive disabilities by the 

level of pervasive supports needed for the student to access their educational 
program and significant difficulty generalizing learning from one setting to another. 

AND 
• The student demonstrates adaptive skills that are significantly limited compared to 

same age peers and commensurate with their cognitive ability. 

YES
O 

The significant cognitive disability impacts the student’s access to the general 
education curriculum and requires individualized instruction. 

• The student requires a highly specialized educational program with intensive and 
on-going supports, modifications, accommodations, and/or adaptations to allow 
access to the general education curriculum.  

AND 
• The student requires individualized instruction in core academic and functional life 

skills at a substantially lower grade level even when compared to other peers with 
disabilities. 

AND 
• The student requires alternate methods or significant supports to communicate. 

YES
O Student must participate in the 

Oregon Grade-Level Assessment(s). 
Student may be eligible to use 
designated supports and/or 
accommodations based on IEP team
decision. 

The significant cognitive disability impacts the student’s 
post-school outcomes. 

• The student’s post-secondary outcomes will likely 
require supported or assisted living and continued 
supervision and support into adulthood. 

NO
O 

YES
O 

NO
O 

Student is eligible to participate in the Oregon Extended Assessment. 

The student’s inability to participate in the regular assessment is 
primarily the result of the significant cognitive disability and 
NOT excessive absences; other disabilities; or social, cultural, 
language or economic differences. 

YES 


